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ANC Foundation and Yamato Koygo 
2010 Japan Ambassadors Announced 

      Kyle Cassidy of Armorel and Chelsea Pierce of 

Kennett, have been selected as Arkansas Northeastern 

Collegeôs 2010 Ambassadors to Japan.  ANC is able 

to host one of the most exciting travel opportunities 

available to students in this area.  The Student 

Ambassadors to Japan Program is open to all ANC 

students meeting the criteria and allows them the 

opportunity to travel to Japan for two weeks during 

the summer for an all-expenses paid trip. 

      This program is made possible through the 

Yamato Kogyo Company of Japan, which has a 

joint venture with the Nucor Steel Company in the 

Nucor Yamato Steel Mill located in Blytheville.  

According to ANC Dean for Development Rachel 

Gifford, Cassidy and Pierce were among good company 

as this yearôs applicants were all excellent candidates. 

     ñWord has definitely spread about this wonderful program, and we have the difficult task of choosing from 

among many excellent candidates,ò said Gifford.  ñKyle and Chelsea are outstanding students and we are glad to have 

them representing Arkansas Northeastern College.ò  

Chelsea is the 18 year old daughter of Keith and Rhonda Pierce.  She is very excited about traveling to Japan this May.  ñI 

have never imagined having the chance to travel to Japan.  I look forward to learning about the unique traditions of the Japanese 

people.  I am honored to have this wonderful opportunity with the Student Ambassador to Japan Program,ò said Chelsea. 

Kyle Cassidy also looks forward to the upcoming trip.  Kyle is the 19 year old son of Chris and Rita Cassidy.  Iôm eager to 

travel to Japan and see what the Japanese society is like from an economical stand point.  Learning firsthand about the 

Japanese business philosophy may help me in future aspects of my career,ò said Kyle. 

According to Gifford, the travel program was born out of the Yamato Kogyo/ANC Foundation Scholarship Golf Tournament, 

which began in 1991.  ñAt that time, Mr. Hirokyui Inoue, President of Yamato Kogyo, wanted to do something in this area to 

show his appreciation for the people here.  Although the tournament is a wonderful success each year and is an international 

event for the area, Mr. Inoue wished to do even more.  In 1995, he made an announcement at the tournament inviting students 

to visit Japan.  His purpose for such an invitation was to offer students here the opportunity to learn about the Japanese culture 

and bring that knowledge back to this area.  In turn, it also gave ANC students the chance to spread information about our 

culture to the Japanese people they visited.ò 

Both Chelsea and Kyle are excellent students who plan to continue their studies at ANC next year.  Chelsea plans to major 

in early childhood education.  Kyle plans to continue his studies toward a bachelorôs degree in business management. 

Both students will experience Japanese culture this May.   During their two-week visit, they will stay in hotels, the Yamato 

Kogyo Dormitory, and the home of Yamato Kogyo employeesðto experience the Japanese way of life. 

The trip is generously paid for by the Yamato Kogyo Company with the ANC Foundation paying the studentsô airfare.  

Chelsea and Kyle will be visiting several cities in Japan such as Hemiji City, Osaka, and Tokyo. 

ñIt is just such a remarkable opportunity that our students have, and it is quite an honor to be among those selected,ò said 

Gifford.  ñWe hope to continue this program for years to come and hopefully spread understanding about our two cultures in 

our respective areas.  We are very appreciative of the Yamato Kogyo Company for supporting this educational opportunity 

for students of Arkansas Northeastern College.ò 

 Anyone interested in learning more about the Ambassadors to Japan Program can contact Gifford at (870) 838-2902. 

Kyle Cassidy of Armorel, AR. Chelsea Pierce of Kennett, MO. 

The next issue of  
ANCôs College Times 

will be available in June 
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ANC Employees Promoted 
Dr. Jim Shemwell is now serving as the Vice 

President of Finance for Arkansas Northeastern 

College.  Itôs a pleasure that Jim has committed to 

serve the College in this new capacity.   

Robin Singleton has been chosen as Chair-

person for the Business and Technical Division.  

She brings to the job a combination of both 

practical and academic experience.  Vice President 

of Instruction Mary Dement and her Search 

Committee have great confidence in Singletonôs 

ability to lead the division. 

Please join us in congratulating Jim and 

Robin in their new positions. 

ANC President Dr. Robert Myers (right) 

greets the newest member of the Arkansas 

Northeastern College Board of Trustees.  Dr. 

Tommie Westbrook (left) of Blytheville was 

recently appointed to the board by Governor 

Mike Beebe. Prior to his appointment to the 

ANC Board of Trustees, Dr. Westbrook 

served the College as a member of the ANC 

Foundation Board of Governors. 

New Board of Trustees Member 

The Arkansas Supreme Court conducted an oral argument in Blytheville, Arkansas on Thursday, April 08, 2010, at Arkansas Northeastern College in the Adams/

Vines Recital Hall. The case argued was No.CR0901016, Paul Anthony Norris vs State of Arkansas.  This was only the tenth occasion in modern times that the Supreme 

Court convened outside of Little Rock.  Since 2002, the Supreme Court has held oral arguments in Fayetteville, Fort Smith, Jonesboro, Monticello, Hope, Harrison, 

Bentonville, Helena and Hot Springs.  Amendment 80 to the Arkansas Constitution, adopted by vote of the people in 2000, provides that the Supreme Court may meet at such 

times and places as designated by the Court.  Following the oral argument, the Justices visited students at various schools in Blytheville and Osceola. 

For further information, contact: Karolyn Bond, Public 

Information Officer/Administrative Office of the 

Courts, (501) 682-9400.  

Arkansas Supreme Court Oral Argument Heard at ANC 

(L to R) Associate Justice Robert L. Brown, Position 7; Associate Justice Jim Gunter, Position 4; Associate Justice Donald L. 
Corbin, Position 2; ANC President, Dr. Robert Myers; Chief Justice Jim Hannah; Associate Justice Elana Cunningham Wills, 
Position 3; Associate Justice Paul E. Danielson, Position 5; and Associate Justice Ron Sheffield, Position 6. 

Students Take Advantage of Early Registration 
Arkansas Northeastern College held early registration for both Summer and Fall semesters in April.  Early registration is beneficial because it helps students to 

secure a spot in the classes of their choice, since many fill up during regular registration.  Web registration was open all week, along with walk-in registration 

sessions to enable one-on-one contact with advisors, answer questions, explain forms, and help guide students through the process.  Early web registration for Fall 

2010 will be available through Friday, April 23, 2010. 

     In conjunction with the early registration, ANCôs 

Gamma Beta Phi honor society staffed a Pepsi booth in 

the H. Claude Bush Honors Plaza to offer free drinks and 

snacks for the students who came to register early. 

     Main registration for Summer 2010 semester will be 

held on Tuesday, June 1, 2010, and the Summer I term 

begins on Monday, June 7.  Main registration dates for 

the Fall 2010 semester are to be announced. 

     There are opportunities and resources available at 

ANC to help anyone achieve the goal of furthering their 

education.  Throughout this issue, many articles and ads 

highlight just a few of these services available. 

     For more information, call at 870-838-2948 or visit us 

on the web at www.anc.edu. ANCôs Courtney Fisher helped guide new or returning 
students through the process of early registration 

ANC Gamma Beta Phi honor society staffed the Pepsi 
booth, giving free drinks and snacks to students 
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Lesley Walker, Blytheville, AR 

George Moore & Nancy 
McCauley Trimue Scholarship 

ANC Foundation Spring 2010 Scholarships 
(More recipients may continue to be added and will be announced in future issues of The College Times) 

Wayne Taylor Memorial Golf Tournament Scheduled 
The 12th annual Wayne Taylor Memorial Golf Tournament is scheduled for 

Tuesday, June 15, 2010, at the Big Lake Country 

Club in Manila. Tee-off time for the three-

person scramble is 8:30 a.m. 

     CenturyTel, Big Butts BBQ, Southern Bancorp, 

HeritageBank, Liberty Bank, SouthBank, Southern 

Bank, and Chapter AC P.E.O. are major sponsors 

for the tournament. 

     "We can't thank our many sponsors enough for 

their support and the Big Lake Country Club for 

allowing us to use their course,ò said Rachel Gifford, 

ANC Dean for Development. 

     This tournament is held annually to raise 

scholarship funds for Arkansas Northeastern 

College students who are residents of the Buffalo 

Island area and the Missouri Bootheel.  The 

tournament garnered its name following the death 

of former ANC Foundation Chairman W. Wayne 

Taylor, who helped create the tournament in 1998. 

     "This is a wonderful tournament for a wonderful 

cause in memory of a wonderful person,ò said Gifford, who hopes this yearôs tournament will earn more for scholarships. ñLast 

year was the best year so far in terms of money raised. We brought in just over $6,000 for scholarships.  We certainly hope to 

reach that goal again this year.ò 

Gifford also praises the tee-box sponsors.  ñOur tee-box sponsors make the difference.  Thatôs how this tournament generates scholarship funds.  We couldnôt do 

this without the support of our many tee-box sponsors, and we greatly appreciate the support of our local communities for giving to this worthwhile cause.ò 

ANC wishes to thank the many major sponsors, tee-box sponsors, participants and country club staff who continue to make the tournament such a 

successful event.  Anyone interested in donating toward the Wayne Taylor Memorial Scholarship Fund or learning more about the Wayne Taylor Memorial 

Golf Tournament can contact Gifford at 870-838-2902. 

(See ad on page 11 for more information) 

In 1998, Wayne Taylor helped create 
the tournament. 

Taylorôs family proudly support the tournament named in his honor. 

Courtney Shaffer, Osceola, AR 

Newcomb Memorial Scholarship 
and Temple Israel Scholarship 

Juli Carron, Caruthersville, MO 

Sharon Fulling 
Memorial Scholarship 

Del-Rio Johnson, Blytheville, AR 

Yamato Koygo Scholarship 

Kimberly Bernard, Blytheville, AR 

George Moore & Nancy 
McCauley Trimue Scholarship 

Cherrie Scott, Osceola, AR 

George Moore & Nancy 
McCauley Trimue Scholarship 

Thomas Rine Hughes, Osceola, AR 

George Moore & Nancy 
McCauley Trimue Scholarship 

Seth Walls, Osceola, AR 

Colonel J.M. Crane Scholarship 
Callie Fergus, Jonesboro, AR 

Yamato Koygo Scholarship 
Laura Jett , Piggott, AR 

Yamato Koygo Scholarship 


