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Dear Reader, 

 We are excited to launch our first issue of Connections, a semi-annual publication  

of Arkansas Northeastern College, highlighting activities, events, and significant new  

developments at the College.  Our goal is to provide you with information that keeps you 

connected to Arkansas Northeastern College.   

 There have been many new developments at ANC over the past year.   Our students 

have been engaged in the traditional academic pursuits, but have also been greatly involved 

in service to the various communities, cultural events, and other activities.   A number of 

construction projects have been completed including the renovation of the Adams/Vines  

Library Building.  The Nursing/Allied Health Building construction is progressing with  

anticipated completion in the summer of 2012. The College also completed the accreditation 

process with both the Higher Learning Commission and the National League of Nursing this 

past fall.   

 Arkansas Northeastern College continues to evolve as we serve the citizens of this 

region.  We continue to focus on our core mission of serving our students, while reaching 

out to connect to our regionôs citizens in a variety of ways.  Our College Foundation also 

continues to enjoy a tremendous amount of support as evidenced in this publication.   

 We are committed to serving you through the resources of your College and hope 

that this publication will assist you in making your connection to Arkansas Northeastern 

College. 

Letter from the President Letter from the President Letter from the President 
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Sincerely, 

Dr. Robert Myers, Ed. D. 

President, Arkansas Northeastern College 



Arkansas Northeastern College held 

its first Student Success Symposium on 

Wednesday, August 10, 2011.  Over 400 

area educators were in attendance at the 

daylong conference. 

The Student Success Symposium pro-

vided a day of professional development 

for secondary (7th-12th) teachers in Mis-

sissippi County. There were a wide variety 

of both general and breakout sessions of-

fered with speakers such as Paul Vitale, 

CEO of Vitale Communications; Dr. Brad 

Garner, Assistant Dean for Teaching and 

Learning at Indiana Wesleyan University; 

Dr. Robert Moore, School Improvement 

Consultant; and Toby Daugtery, Student, 

Artist, Writer, Poet and Speaker.  All 

speakers for the general sessions presented 

information targeted at helping both high 

school and college educators to achieve the 

common goal of student success. Breakout 

sessions included topics that dealt with a 

range of issues, including stress manage-

ment, student behavior, educational tech-

nology and parental involvement. Partici-

pants were treated to lunch and enjoyed a 

day of group collaboration.  

According to Sherri Bennett, con-

ference organizer and ANC Vice Presi-

dent for Advancement, local school 

superintendents were pleased to locally 

centralize professional development.  

Hosting the event at ANC maximized 

quality and reduced costs associated 

with travel and training.  "We heard 
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Area Educators Participate in Student Success Symposium 

A variety of sessions, with topics ranging from building relationships with parents to new web tools, were available to 
the large group of conference participants to help improve the overall quality of education offered in area schools. 

rave reviews all day long from partici-

pants who praised speakers for provid-

ing excellent, engaging, and relevant 

sessions," stated Bennett who added, 

"The long term goal of this collabora-

tion between secondary and post sec-

ondary education is to ensure that stu-

dents graduate with the knowledge and 

skills necessary to succeed in college 

and careers." 

"It was a remarkable day in terms of 

participation, content, and quality," 

added June Walters, ANC Executive 

Vice President. 

For more information about the Student 

Success Symposium, contact ANC Vice 

President of Advancement Sherri Bennett at 

870-838-2945 or sbennett@smail.anc.edu. 

On October 14, 2011 a delegation from 

Arkansas Northeastern College joined the 

official Arkansas Tour Bus for a three-day 

tour to the nation's capitol for the dedication 

of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Me-

Students Attend Dr. King, Jr. Memorial Dedication in Washington 
morial.  The project, organized by Memphis 

and Arkansas networks including TCAA 

Creative Economy Network, Riverfront De-

velopment Corporation and Mud Island Riv-

erpark was recognized by the MLK Memo-

rial Foundation and Memphis 

Mayor A.C. Wharton and Ten-

nesse Governor Bill Haslam as 

an official salute from the Mid-

South to the Dedication. 

      Arkansas Northeastern 

College students Saprina 

Aldridge, Bryana Peals, 

Twanda Ross, Tyeesha Fur-

low, Michelle Brown, Sandy 

Gillespie, and Windale Wim-

bely along with their sponsor, 

Dr. Blanche Hunt, Associate 

Vice President of Community 

Relations and Dean of Devel-

opmental Education, were 

among the thousands that attended the Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial dedica-

tion on Sunday, October 16, in a ceremony 

hosted by the Washington, DC Martin Lu-

ther King, Jr. National Memorial Project 

Foundation in West Potomac Park in 

Washington, D.C. The dedication activities 

began with an hour-long ñMorning Joyò 

program, emceed by Roland Martin. The 

dedication program, emceed by PBS 

NewsHourôs Gwen Ifill, began at 9:00 a.m. 

and paid tribute to Dr. King with the words 

of noted speakers including civil rights 

leaders and King family members, as well 

as musicians and poets. President Barack 

Obama delivered the dedication address. 

Civil rights leaders including Julian Bond, 

Reverend Joseph Lowery, Congressman John 

ANC students in attendance for the dedication ceremony were (L to R): Saprina Aldridge, Bryana Peals, Twanda Ross, 
Tyeesha Furlow, Michelle Brown, Sandy Gillespie (back) , and Windale Wimbely (kneeling). 

See MLK Memorial Dedication, Page 16 
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Robert Snapp, Metalworking Skills 

Instructional Specialist with the ADTEC 

Solutions Group at the ANC Crisp Center, 

recently visited Germany to tour Beck-

mann Volmer manufacturing plants in both 

Rhine and Salzbergen, as well as the 

Handswerkskammer Bildungszentrum 

Technical School located in Munster.  

Snapp spent much of his time at 

Beckmann Volmer with Christoph 

Spitzenpfeil, Director of Service.   

Spitzenpfeil is responsible for all criteria 

for the ISO 9001 Certification, as well as 

Welding Fabricator Certification through 

the American Welding Society.  The 

Beckmann Volmer plants produce vari-

ous assemblies for the wind energy in-

dustry, and there are many critical as-

pects of the process.  Due to advanced 

methods of utilizing various welding and 

cutting approaches, consistency of fitted 

parts and preparations of materials were 

exceptional, resulting in top quality, 

properly fitted components and a great 

finished product. 

Snappôs next stop was the Hand-

werkskammer Bildungszentrum Techni-

cal School, where the tour was led by 

Christoph Deryk, Master Fabricator, and 

two additional instructors.  The technical 

school was situated on a large campus, 

offering training in fifty disciplines.  

Their welding facilities allowed room for 

students to weld in all positions, and 

equipment ranged from fairly new to 

state of the art.  The school also has the 

ability to perform radiography on welds 

for qualification purposes.  In addition to 

the high quality of equipment, the in-

structors are also very knowledgeable, 

enjoying success in events similar to the 

Skills U.S.A. competition.  Though much 

of the equipment was top notch, the in-

structors had also improvised, creating 

unique brackets to hold handheld mills to 

bevel plate and pipe.  

In addition to Germany, Beckmann 

Volmer has established a presence in 

China and Poland.  Beckmann Volmerôs 

only location in North America, a Wind 

Technology LP plant currently under 

construction in Osceola, AR, is expected 

to provide employment opportunities for 

up to 300 people. 

(L to R) Christoph Spitzenpfeil, Beckmann Volmer 
Director of Services, led Robert Snapp, Metalworking 

Skills Instructional Specialist for ADTEC Solutions 
Group, through an intensive tour of two of their  

manufacturing facilities in Germany. 

Solutions Group Instructor Visits German Factory, School 

 Fall 2010, Nucor-Yamato Steel 

(NYS) and Arkansas Northeastern College 

partnered to offer qualified students paid 

internships at NYS while pursuing the 

ANC Associate of Applied Science Steel 

Industry Technology Degree. 

These internships allow students the 

opportunity to learn more about the steel 

industry, apply classroom theory to real 

work situations, and learn career-related 

skills while exploring their selected 

career path. The dual internship/study role 

broadens the studentsô education and rein-

New Intern Class for Steel Industry Technology Degree Program 
forces the academic learning. While work-

ing as an intern, students learn industry 

principles for developing productive work 

behaviors. The ANC course work imple-

ments the multidisciplinary, multi-skilled 

model with courses ranging from general 

education requirements to electricity, fluid 

power, AutoCAD, problem solving, organ-

izational management, etc. 

Currently, students work up to 24 

hours per week during the school year at 

Nucor-Yamato Steel with assigned work 

responsibility. Students rotate departments 

every eight months to get exposure to dif-

ferent functions of the plant. The internship 

program is structured for two year comple-

tion. Upon successful completion, the stu-

dent earns an Associate of Applied Science 

degree and has demonstrated work experi-

ence with NYS for a future full-time em-

ployment application.  

In fall 2011, NYS selected a second 

group of interns. The NYS-ANC internship 

partnership continues to offer area students 

the opportunity to work with a world-class 

organization while earning a valuable col-

lege degree. 

Dr. Robin Myers, ANC president, 

states ñNucor-Yamato Steel is demonstrat-

ing their commitment to our community by 

encouraging local students to take advan-

tage of the educational and career opportu-

nities here in Mississippi County. Addi-

tionally, NYS encourages area high school 

students to attend the ANC Secondary Ad-

vanced Manufacturing high school pro-

gram to gain future priority in the intern-

ship selection process.ò 

For more information regarding the 

internship program please contact ADTEC 

Solutions Group at 870-762-6222,  

solutionsgrp@smail.anc.edu, or visit  on 

the web at www.adtecsolutionsgroup.com 

ANC Students in the Nucor-Yamato Steel Industry Technology  internship program. 

http://www.adtecsolutionsgroup.com
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Arkansas Northeastern College hosted 

a proctored Mensa Admissions Test ses-

sion at the Blytheville main campus on 

Saturday, October 22, 2011.  The test took 

approximately two hours to complete and 

included two tests featuring questions in-

volving logic and deductive reasoning. A 

score at or above the 98th percentile on 

either of the two tests is required to qualify 

for admission into Mensa.  

Of the group that tested locally, two 

members of the ANC family hit this mark.  

Those qualifying were James Odom of 

Blytheville, Director of Academic Tech-

nology Services, and Ammi Tucker of Os-

ceola, Administrative Specialist to the 

Dean of Marketing & Development and 

student.  Odom and Tucker each achieved 

qualifying scores on both tests given. 

Mensa is an international society whose 

only qualification for membership is to score 

in the top two percent of the general popula-

tion on a standardized intelligence test. The 

word mensa means "table" in Latin; similarly, 

mens means "mind" and mensis means 

"month." The name "Mensa" is reminiscent of 

"mind, table, month," which suggests a 

monthly meeting of great minds around a 

table.  Members of American Mensa range in 

age from 2 to 102. They include engineers, 

homemakers, teachers, actors, athletes, stu-

dents and CEOs, and they share one primary 

trait ð high intelligence. Members have the 

opportunity to meet at local, regional and 

national levels, and can attend entertaining, 

intellectually stimulating events and exchange 

ideas with others through a variety of publica-

tions and the Mensa online Community. 

For more information about Mensa or 

for upcoming testing dates in the area, visit 

http://us.mensa.org/ 

ANC Employees Qualify for International High IQ Society 

James Odom Ammi Tucker 

New members for the Arkansas 

Northeastern College chapter of Gamma 

Beta Phi were inducted into the honor so-

ciety on Sunday, November 20, 2011.  The 

ceremony was held in the Governors Ball-

room at Statehouse Hall.  The new mem-

bers of Gamma Beta Phi are: Stefanie M. 

Bradley, Andrew J. Clark, Robert C. Cox, 

Jessica Yvonne Norris, Christina Denise 

Odom, and Tracy L. Rose. 

Gamma Bets Phi is a national collegiate 

honor society and service organization with 

chapters in colleges and universities through-

out the United States. The society is dedi-

cated to promoting service, scholarship, and 

character among its members.  

Jewelia Perkins, chapter president, 

welcomed everyone to the ceremony.  

Kimberly Ings, Points Secretary, then gave 

the objectives and expectations of Gamma 

Beta Phi, which are to recognize and en-

courage excellence in education, to pro-

mote the development of leadership ability 

and character in its members, and to foster, 

disseminate, and improve education 

through appropriate service projects.  

Tonya Harris, Gamma Beta Phi Na-

tional Advisor Alternate and ANC Chapter 

Advisor, then installed the Gamma Beta 

Phi Officers for 2011-2012: Jewelia Per-

kins, President; Christina Odom, Vice 

President; Peggy Sayer, Secretary; Kim-

berly Ings, Points Secretary; LsShumbie 

Crayton, Treasurer; and Shelley Greer, 

Historian.   

Shelley Greer introduced the fall in-

duction guest speaker, Blytheville Mayor 

James W. Sanders.  Mayor Sanders began 

by noting that the Gamma Beta Phi Society 

helped members to build leadership while 

promoting scholarship, service, and char-

acter.  He noted they would need these 

traits when they moved forward in todayôs 

global economy and that when students 

graduate, they may not know where their 

degree will take them, but their leadership 

(Above left) New members for 2011-12 are (L to R) 
Stefanie M. Bradley, Christina D. Odom, and Jessica 
Y. Norris  (Not Pictured are Andrew J. Clark, Robert 
C. Cox, and Tracy L. Rose). (Above right) Mayor 
James Sanders, with his wife.  Sanders served as 
guest speaker for the event.; (Below Left) 2011-2012 
Officers for the ANC Gamma Beta Phi chapter are (L 
to R) Jewelia Perkins, Peggy Sayer, Kimberly Ings, 
LaShumbie Crayton, and Shelley Greer  (Not Pic-
tured is Christina D. Odom). 

ANC Gamma Beta Phi Honor Society Inducts New Members 

skills will help them throughout their lives.  

Mayor Sanders noted that a person needed 

to be a good follower before he or she 

could be a good leader and that he or she 

should be honest and humble in dealing 

with others.  Mayor Sanders closed by stat-

ing these ANC students would be the 

young minds that would move this city and 

country forward and congratulated the 

members on their accomplishments. 
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AATYC Recognizes ANC Student, Instructor, and Alumnae 
The Arkansas Association of Two 

Year Colleges held its annual Awards 

Brunch on October 18, 2011, in Hot 

Springs.  The following people were rec-

ognized at the event: 

Timothy P. Tucker, ANCôs 2011 Aca-

demic All-Star, is a husband and father who 

has worked full-time while attending ANC. 

His commitment to his educational endeav-

ors is evident in his 3.92 grade point average.  

Tim began college with a desire to increase 

his responsibilities at work and plans to earn 

a bachelorôs degree in Business.  

Shellie Besharse, ANCôs 2011 Out-

standing Faculty, is a Business Technology 

instructor in the Business & Technical Divi-

sion at ANC. 

Tonya Pankey, ANCôs2011 Out-

standing Alumni, graduated with honors 

from ANCôs nursing Program in 1990. 

While working as a nurse, she continued 

her studies to complete both her bachelorôs 

and masterôs degrees. Tonya, a devoted 

wife and mother, was named in the Top 

100 Nurses in Shelby and Fayette County 

in 2006 and achieved many additional cer-

tifications in her field.  She joined the fac-

ulty at ANC in 2011, and is now teaching 

students in the very program where she 

began her career and educational goals. 

L to R:  Shane Broadway, interim director of the Arkansas Department of Higher Education, Tim Tucker, Academic All-Star, and Dr. Edward Franklin, AATYC Executive Director; Dr. 
Fraklin with Shellie Besharse, Outstanding Faculty; Mr. Broadway, Tonya Pankey, Outstanding Alumni, and Dr. Franklin. 

ANC has a unique population of 

students with a variety of individual 

needs.  Throughout the history of the 

College, many programs and groups 

have offered workshops on a variety of 

topics relating to student success. Many 

ANC students have jobs and families in 

addition to the classes they are taking, 

making it difficult for some to attend 

these meetings. Leslie Goff Wells, ANC 

Student Success Center Coordinator, 

provides a program that can help stu-

dents have access to valuable informa-

tion without time constraints. 

Student Success Center Offers New On-Demand Workshops 

StudentLingo topics include: 

-Maximize Your College Experience 

-What It Takes To Be A Successful Student 

-Exploring Careers & Choosing A Major 

-Resume Writing & Cover Letters 

-Mastering the Interview 

-Time Management 

-Understanding & Conquering Procrastination 

-Stress Management 

-Financial Literacy 

-10 Steps To Financing Your Education 

-Discover Your Learning Style 

-Test Anxiety - Strategies To Help You Succeed 

-Multiple Choice Test-Taking Strategies 

-Study Tips & Note-Taking - What Every Student 

Should Know 

-Understanding & Avoiding Plagiarism 

StudentLingo is a series of interac-

tive on-demand workshops, action plans 

and valuable resources focused on help-

ing students achieve their academic, per-

sonal and career goals. Workshops can 

be accessed from any computer with 

internet access at any time. Wells has 

personally gone through several of the 

webinars, and is impressed with how 

well the topics are presented. 

When a student logs in to 

www.studentlingo.com they will be 

asked to provide a User Name and Pass-

word. The user name is ñArkansas 

Northeasternò and the Password is 

ñArkansas21!ò.  They are then given the 

option to put their name and are required 

to put the college name. Action plans are 

also a way for instructors to insure a stu-

dent completed an assigned workshop.  

For more information about Studen-

tLingo or the Student Success Center, 

contact Leslie Goff Wells at 

lwells@smail.anc.edu. 
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GBP is ñBookinô with the Chamberò 

The Arkansas Northeastern College chapter of Gamma Beta Phi has partnered with the 

Arts Council of Mississippi County to participate in the ñBookinô with the Chamberò read-

ing program.  Members of Gamma Beta Phi  and the Arts Council of Mississippi County 

read once a month to Mrs. Wardôs second grade class at the Blytheville Primary School.   

The groups then donate the books that they have read to the class. 

For more information about Gamma Beta Phi, contact club advisor Tonya Harris at 

tharris@smail.anc.edu 

Gamma Beta Phi member Pinkey Brooks (right) with Mrs. Ward (left) and her class on November 11, 2011. 

The ANC Paragould and Blytheville 

Student Nurse Clubs (SNC) have partici-

pated in several exciting community-

based activities throughout the fall se-

mester. Community involvement is a key 

principle integrated into the nursing pro-

gram as club members understand that it 

is the people of the community that they 

will care for.  

The SNC began the semester par-

ticipating in Chiliôs National Night Out, 

which benefitted St. Judeôs Childrenôs 

Research Hospital in Memphis, TN on 

September 26, 2011. 

In October, the group hosted a 

blood drive at each respective campus.  

The Paragould SNC, assisted by the 

American Red Cross and the local com-

munity, had a very successful drive, 

with a total of 29 units of blood col-

lected.   

Under the direction of Ms. Sarah 

Dearing, nursing instructor, the Para-

gould SNC participated in the 4,000 

Steps for Diabetes Awareness Walk on  

Paragould, Blytheville Student Nurse Clubs Help Area Causes 

SNC at the 4,000 Steps for Diabetes Awareness Walk (L-R): Instructor Sarah Dearing  with club members Shawna 
Counley, Lauren Ford, Melissa Huff, Elizabeth OõNeil, Jessica Rogers, and Julie Timmons. 

See Student Nursing Club Page 16 



www.anc.edu/pathways 
Blytheville Beverly Rogers, 870-780-1264 
Burdette or Osceola Mary Gaston, 870-838-2975 
Paragould or Leachville Barbara Baker, 870-239-3200, ext. 1001 
General information  CSSF, Pauline Linam, 870-780-1256  

So much time and energy are focused on being academically prepared for college 

that sometimes people forget that a parent/student needs additional, often  

non-academic skills in order to make a successful transition to college.  

This is an area where we can help smooth the way for you. 

Arkansas Career Pathways Initiative is a state educational  

program that integrates ñwrap-aroundò support services for  

those parent/students with children under the age of 21,  

including career assessment and counseling, case management,  

child care, transportation, financial aid, soft skills training,  

and job placement. 

Contact us today for more information.   

Seeing is believing and believing is seeing... 
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The ANC Paragould campus has been bustling with 

happenings this semester.  In addition to normal daily 

activities, staff hosted representatives from the Higher 

Learning Commission and the National League of Nurs-

ing for two separate reaccreditation visits. 

Nursing student organizations, under the leadership 

of Sarah Dearing, Roxann Smith and Dara Smith, have 

held or participated in several events including hosting a 

Red Cross Blood Drive, assisting Arkansas Methodist 

Medical Center with the Womenôs Health Fair, partici-

pating in the 4000 Steps for Diabetes Awareness walk, 

donating supplies for the Greene County Tech Fall festi-

valôs MASH tent, and donating food to a local food pan-

try. 

Other student activities included celebrating Consti-

tution Day and dressing up for a Halloween contest, in 

which participants were eligible to win gift certificates 

donated by local businesses. 

As a way to give back to students, Wes Pil-

lowôs Academic & Career Enrichment class assembled 

and distributed mid-term survival kits to Paragould cam-

pus students.  The sweet treat bags included things such 

as Tootsie Rolls to help students ñrollò over the hurdles 

to effective study time and Smarties to help students in 

answering the difficult exam questions. 

Prospective students were also a priority.  The Para-

gould center held three separate nursing information 

sessions with 70 in attendance.  Additionally, the Com-

pass test was administered to 46 prospective students 

looking to further or establish their careers. 

Cindy Burton, Paragould Campus Coordinator, at-

tended the first annual ñCountdown To Graduation 

Expoò held at the Mall at Turtle Creek, Saturday No-

vember 19th from 10 am to 4 pm.  The expo was spon-

sored by the Student Council at Westside High School in 

Jonesboro. The event gave high school students in the 

region an opportunity to see and hear presentations from 

schools, civic organizations, and employers who had 

information regarding recruitment or scholarships.  

Amanda Gulley and Heidie Kriske, Practical Nursing students at ANC Paragould 

ANC Paragould Campus Fall 2011 Events and Activities 

ANC Leachville Treats Kids 
The staff at 

ANCôs Leachville 

campus took part in 

treating Buffalo Is-

land Central East 

students on Hallow-

een.  The BIC stu-

dents ranged in age 

from PreK through 

sixth grade, and as 

always the students 

were very excited to 

receive the treats. 


