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Pankey Earns Certified Nurse Educator Designation 
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     The Arkansas Northeastern College Associate Degree Nursing 
Program is pleased to announce that its Director, Tonya Pankey, has 
earned the designation Certified Nurse Educator (CNE) after meeting 
strict eligibility criteria and successfully completing a rigorous certifi-
cation examination developed and administered by the National 
League for Nursing. 
 
     Blytheville native, Tonya Pankey, graduated from ANC (formerly 
Mississippi County Community College) in 1990 with an Associate 
of Applied Science Degree in Nursing before earning her Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Nursing in 1999.  In 2009, she completed the Mas-
ter of Science Degree in Nursing with a focus in Nursing Education.  
Prior to becoming an educator, she spent time working in the field in 
the areas of oncology, home care and hospice, and case management.  
She was named in the Top 100 Nurses in Shelby and Fayette Coun-
ties, Tennessee, in 2006. 
 
     Because of her success in the nursing field, Ms. Pankey was 
named as Arkansas Northeastern College’s Distinguished Alumni in 
2011.  That same year, she came back to the College as an instructor 
in the Associate Degree Nursing Program.  She was promoted to the 
director of the program in August, 2013.  Ms. Pankey is married to 
Danny, pastor of Ruddle Road Church of God in Blytheville, where 
she volunteers as a Sunday School teacher and church pianist.  They 
have three children, sons Caleb and Joshua live in Fayetteville and 
their daughter Katie Beth is a senior at Blytheville High School. 
 

     In her spare time, Ms. 
Pankey enjoys reading and 
spending time with family and 
friends.  She is a devoted teach-
er who chose to take on the 
difficult task of becoming a 
Certified Nurse Educator be-
cause she is committed to her 
profession and viewed the ac-
complishment as a personal 
success and a display of “best 
practices” for her students. 
 
     “Ms. Pankey’s dedication to 
her profession is a testament to 
the quality of the Arkansas 
Northeastern College’s Nursing 
Program.  Becoming certified in 
any field is a mark of profes-
sionalism.  Ms. Pankey’s efforts 
to become a Certified Nursing 
Instructor communicates to 
students, peers, and the academ-
ic and health care communities 
that the highest standards of excellence are being met,” stated ANC 
President Dr. James Shemwell. 

ANC Director of Associate Degree 

Nursing, Tonya Pankey 

BlueOak Arkansas Pair Certified 

as Six Sigma Greenbelts 

     Arkansas Northeastern College’s The Solutions Group certified 
Ryan Niedzwiadek and Thomas Gilbert of BlueOak Arkansas in 
Osceola, AR as Six Sigma Greenbelts.  BlueOak Arkansas is the 
nation’s first urban mining facility and provides a vital domestic 
solution for electronic waste (e-waste) recycling. 
 
     To earn certification, Ryan and Tom completed 80 hours of spe-
cialized training and had to complete a project that demonstrated 
knowledge of the skills that they had learned in the course.  Their 
optimization of the sampling process will save the company over 

$700,000 annually when BlueOak 
ramps up to full production. 
 
     Arkansas Northeastern College’s 
challenging Six Sigma program, in-
structed by Scott Follett, saved partic-
ipating companies $5.7 million in 
2016. 

(L-R) Ryan Niedzwiadek and Thomas Gilbert of BlueOak Arkansas were re-

cently certified as Six Sigma Greenbelts. 

Newcomb Represents ANC at 

Statewide Annual Meeting 

(LEFT L-R) U.S. Congressman Rick Crawford, Joan Khilling, and John New-

comb  (RIGHT L-R) U.S. Senator John Boozman and Newcomb. 

     Mr. John Newcomb represented Arkansas Northeastern College 
at the statewide program for Board Members and Trustees at its 
annual meeting last December where he attended sessions about 
higher education in Arkansas including a presentation by the  
Arkansas Department of Higher Education on its Funding Model.  
Newcomb, who serves as the Chairman of the ANC Board of  
Trustees, then attended the Community College National Legisla-
tive Summit in Washington D.C. in February of this year.  During 
his stay, Mr. Newcomb had the opportunity to visit with several 
legislators to discuss higher education in Arkansas and Arkansas 
Northeastern College 
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Foundation Scholarship Recipients 
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SCHOLARSHIPS SPRING 2017:  Sharon Wingo Churchill Scholarship:  Taylor Roberts, William Toler;  Cohen Scholarship:  Jordan Glass, Caitlyn Hill, Mercedes Jones:   

Col. J.M. Crane Memorial Scholarship:  Summer Neal;  Bonnie Wheeler Davis Memorial Scholarship:  Saneita Rea, Tarryn Tracy;  Delta Sigma Theta Scholarship:   

Shernicria Morris:  Marvel B. Dickerson/ANC Recruitment Grant:  Lyric Lacy;  Lindsey Ohlendorf Fairley Scholarship:  Terria Adams;  Jim Grimes Memorial Scholarship:  

Seth Rounsavall;  Hospital Gift Shoppe Auxiliary Scholarship:  Jamilya Hooks;  Paul C. Hughes Scholarship:  Jessica Henley;  Kagome Creative Foods, Inc. Scholarship:  

Tyler Crow;  Martha Ann Moore Memorial Scholarship:  Tyler Crow;  Newcomb Memorial Scholarship:  Madison Gomer;  Johnny W. Nutt Memorial Scholarship:   

Jessica Henley, Rhoda Yost;  Judge Graham Partlow Honorary Scholarship:  William Brown;  Savannah Paige Pollock Memorial Scholarship:  Adrianne Askew, Taylor  

Roberts;  Wayne Taylor Memorial Scholarship:  Madison Crawford, Kala Duffel, Glorest Hall, Michael Matheny;  Temple Israel Scholarship:  Alexus Odell, Madison Shaw;  

THANK YOU RNs Scholarship:  Tessa Fulling, Madison Gifford;  George Moore and Nancy McCauley Trimue Scholarship:  Terria Adams, Enedina Aguilar, Adrianne Askew, 

Alexis Baker, Dardan Balazi, Autumn Bennett, Nicholas Blackman, Delicia Blankenship, Natasha Childers, Austin Coleman, Lindsay Copeland, Lane Crites, Taryn Dill, Kala Duffel, Alisa 

Dyer, Larry Finley, Zackery Gray, Austin Griffin, Chelsea Harper, Caitlin Holt, Valencia Houston, Alisha Jackson, Shumseya Jackson, Lauren Jenkins, Alexis Johnson, Jacob Johnson, Nicole 

Juarez, Tonda Keys, Lyric Lacy, Katelyn Lee, Chantel Lewis, Brandy Lindsey, Riquela Lobley, Karlie Long, Marcy Mays, DeShea McCain, Stephanie McCoy, Breeanna McDougal, Jerry 

McKaskle Jr., Amanda Moresco, Kinsey Nelson, Debbie Payne, Christina Phelps, Stacie Pollard, Tyrone Pope, Sarah Rameriz, Karla Ray, Kaylynn Razor, Samantha Reams, Tionna  

Rickardson, Taylor Riggs, Kenneth Self, Keri Shrable, Nakayla Smith, Taylen Smith, Dalton Stallings, Kimberly Stewart, Tyler Taylor, Blaine Tedder, Arkhya Thomas, Bethany Thomas, 

David Thomas Jr., Brandon Thrasher, Dallas Thurman, Cody Waters, Kirsten Wattigney, Candice Welch, Willie Williams, Rhoda Yost;  Hoskins-Whitener Scholarship:  Austin  

Carrillo;  Angela Wren Memorial Scholarship:  Summer Neal;  Yamato Kogyo Scholarship:  Tiffany Ashley, Heather Bupp, Tanner Cole, Danielle Dodson, Billy Finley, Tyler 

Granger, Rebecca Hager, Megan Key, Casie Moore, Alexus Odell, Anthony Pieri, Hanna Wells, Jeremy Wilson 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS SUMMER I 2017:  Cohen Scholarship:  Mercedes Jones, Daniel Pack;  Col. J.M. Crane Memorial Scholarship:  Summer Neal;  Bonnie Wheeler Davis 

Memorial Scholarship:  Tarryn Tracy;  Newcomb Memorial Scholarship:  Madison Gomer;  Savannah Paige Pollock Memorial Scholarship:  Taylor Roberts;  Wayne  

Taylor Memorial Scholarship:  Madison Crawford;  George Moore and Nancy McCauley Trimue Scholarship:  Autumn Bennett, Amber Capaul, Natasha Childers, Eddie  

Echols, Zackery Gray, Nikki Ivy, Alisha Jackson, Jacob Johnson, Blanton Jones, Nicole Juarez, Tonda Keys, Ashley Lee, Karlie Long, Marcy Mays, Elfreda Nalls, Kinsey Nelson, Debbie Payne, 

Casey Plunkett, Deloris Prince, Samantha Reams, Katlyn Riggs, Haley Simmons, Glen Teeter-Haynes, Marketta Turner, Kirsten Wattigney, Debra White, Willie Williams, Rhoda Yost;  

Yamato Kogyo Scholarship:  Robert Hudson, Seth Rounsavall 

(Pictured L-R) Sean Stem, President of CNI; Johnathan Cowan, Project Manager; Dr. James Shemwell, ANC President; John New-

comb, Chairman of ANC Board of Trustees; Ralph Hill, Construction Consultant; Don Ray, ANC Vice President for  

Administration; A.C. Williams, Architect; Scott Creecy, ANC Director of Maintenance; Jeremy Austin, Chief Financial Officer for 

CNI; Rick Gibson, Superintendent with CNI; and Dan Ritchey, Immediate Past Chairman ANC Board of Trustees.  













Technical Center Students Win SkillsUSA Awards 
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     The Arkansas Northeastern College Technical Center took 
21 high school students and 5 ANC college students to the 
SkillsUSA Arkansas Competition in Hot Springs, Arkansas.  
Jon Griffin won first place in the Welding Sculpture competi-
tion and Hunter Drury won third place in the Combination 
Welding competition.  ANC was represented well and we are 
proud of the hard work and preparation our students put into 
this competition! 
 
     SkillsUSA is a partnership of students, teachers and industry 
working together to ensure America has a skilled workforce.  
SkillsUSA helps each student excel, and is a national non-profit 
organization serving teachers and high school and college stu-
dents who are preparing for careers in trade, technical and 
skilled service occupations, including health occupations.  The 
ANC Technical Center offers Skills memberships to all of its 
students, and encourages Club involvement, even sending stu-
dents to the National competition in years past. 
 
 
 
 
For more information about the ANC Technical Center, please 
visit www.anc.edu/technicalcenter or call 870-763-1468. 

(LEFT TOP) Jon Griffin took first place in the Welding Sculpture competition.  

(RIGHT) Griffin’s award-winning welding sculpture.  (LEFT BOTTOM) Hunter 

Drury finished third in the Combination Welding category. 

STUDENT CLUBS, ORGANIZATIONS & CAMPUS EVENTS / FEATURES 

Big River Steel Teams with ANC 
     Arkansas Northeastern College has been an 
instrumental part of the Big River Steel hiring and 
training process.  The Solutions Group, ANC’s 
customized training group, provided the intake 
and pre-employment training process for Big Riv-
er Steel’s initial hiring phase which included ap-
proximately 310 individuals who garnered 32 
hours of first aid and CPR, blueprint reading, me-
chanical measurements, radio protocol, and team-
work/teambuilding training.  This training oc-
curred during the day, evening, weekends, and 
through online sessions. 
 
     Additionally, The Solutions Group has provid-
ed overhead crane training as well as training on 
ram trucks, skid steer and other heavy equipment 
for approximately 30 Big River Steel employees.  
Currently, The Solutions Group staff is in the pro-
cess of conducting all of their new hire orientation 
training which includes anti-harassment, basic 
math skills, and OSHA 10 for General Industry. 
 
     Through this relationship, Big River Steel has 
donated a water model simulator to ANC Allied 
Technologies - The Solutions Group.  The water 
model is just one example of how Big River Steel 
uses innovation to push the boundaries of what a 
steel mill can do.  The water model is located at 
the ANC ACME Center and will be used in Met-
allurgy classes and other classes to simulate the 
casting process. 

 Pictured (L-R): Osceola Mayor Dickie Kennemore; Dave Stickler, CEO of Big River Steel; 

Mike Mechley, Vice President of Procurement for Zekelman Industries; Barry Zekelman, Chairman & 

CEO of Zekelman Industries; Dr. James Shemwell, ANC President; Clif Chitwood, Director of Great 

River Economic Development; and Mississippi County Judge Randy Carney pose for a picture during 

Big River Steel’s celebration of the production of their first coil of steel. 
















